
Countdown 
to 

First Grade

CROWDERS CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
On average, 25% of academic 
learning is lost by students during 
summer vacation.
– US Dept of Education  Here are a few 

tips to avoid the 
summer slide.

READ, READ, READ !
Don’t leave home without it
Bring books and magazines along with you wherever you go this summer

Read with your child
Keep this time fun and light.  Take turns reading, your page, my page.  Kids enjoy 
this special time together.  When mistakes are made ask, ”Does that make 
sense” Guide them to notice a mistake when made.
Visit our school and public libraries often to shop for new books
Help them pick books that are not too difficult.  Aim for successful reading 
experiences.
Encourage your child to re-read their favorite books
Rereading is proven to increase reading skills.
Dig deeper in a story
Ask questions about a story you’ve read, “Why do you think Clifford did that?  
What do you think he will do next?

Talk, Talk, Talk!
- Talk with your child every 
day about your day and 
things happening around the 
house.  
- Sprinkle interesting words 
into the conversation to build 
their vocabulary, build on 
words you used in the past.

Write, Write Write!
-Ask your child to help you write the grocery list, plan things you need for a special trip or write notes to friends.
-Let your child buy a journal and write down special experiences that happen this summer.  
-Practice letter formation.

Math
Practice adding and subtracting with 
everyday objects 0-10.  For example, 
if you have 2 friends and two more 
come over, how many friends are 
there?  If we have four cookies and 
you eat one, how many are left?
Shapes
Find 2-D and 3-D shapes in your 
everyday environment. Name, find, 
and create shapes. 
Be on the look-out for numbers 1-
100 all around you, (signs, stores, 
labels, etc.) and talk about what 
those numbers are. 
Practice writing numbers

Build Independence and 
Develop Responsibility
- Practice tying shoes
- Involve children in problem 
solving
-Assign daily chores: Pick up 
toys, dishes in the 
dishwasher, putting clothes 
away, etc. 
-Following 2-step directions.
-Discuss daily routines with 
your child. 
-Practice birthday, address, 
and phone number. 


